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has been given the task and responsibility to:

Radio-Teievisiecn Malaysia, a government organisation

13 explain in depth the policies and programmes
of the goverrment through as wide a coverage as
possible to enable the people to understand accurately

those poiicies and programmes,

2. help create a way of thinking and understanding that
will bring about the changes in attitude required by the

wishes and policies of the government,

3. assist in creating civic awareness and to encourage

the grcwth cf a Malaysian Art and Culture,

4, grovide suitable material for the general information,

education and entertainment of the peop'le,

S, ass.s: 'n the estabiisnmenrt of Naticna! Unity through and
.0 help create orne Narionat Cuiture in @ muiti-racial

suCiely,

These five tasks sum up very briefiv tne ~espens:biiities of
riTM boir rc the government ang 'c the deople cf Maiaysia., A detailed
study Of them wili ~evea! thai rhe furnction of RTM has some of the
craractemistics of a leadersn:p roie, Why tn's is so can be under-

stocd winen ine nature cf the Ms'lays,ar Scciety is cons.dered.

Malaysia is a muiti-~acial, multi-religious and multi-curtural
narion. A1 the time of independerce in 957 the three major racial
components of that society - the Malays, tne Cninese and the (ndians -
tended 1o exist in compartmentalised cells w,th Noi MuCN Mo~ e & 2.1
surface contact with each cther. The Chinese and Indians -
descendants of immigrants who had come !0 this country to seek :heir
fortune - stiil lcoked to Chirese and Ind:a as their motheriand, To
the Maiays, of course; this was ineir cou:m:?*y but even amcngst them
there w:re some - descendants of Indonesian immigrants - who iocked

over seas io indcenesia,
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Whken Majays:a was formed in 1963 the sitsatior had rot
changed very much. The rnew states of Sabtak and Sarawak a'so
Fad a history of the ind gencus p=sopies of Maiay stock co-.existing
witik the ‘mmigrant races, Tne most important task for the ieaders
of the new country, therefore, was 1o break ihe wails ¢f the raciai
comgartments and create an entireiy rew breed of people - the
Malayvsians, These leaders had inherited from the British the
Cepartment of Broadcasting which had been established as a vehicie
of propaganda for the colioniai gaverrmyi.n:, Al that rime there was no
thougnt in the minds of the powers tha! te 16 create a United Maiayan
Sccieiy. The main furction of radio then (TV was cniy introduced ‘afier
irdeserdence) was 1c pass on the govermments's messages 1o the various
Cemmuntiiies ard tc ass's: irn the figh aga‘nst Communist terrorism,
Experiasnce gained in (he Secona Worid War had snown the power of

e madiva - Both o gocd and Tor evii,

Wi ‘ndegendsrce nis powerfur 100! was inherited bv the

pentre's goverrnment, Altnougs ‘ndependence had been won arougn

e camhired gfforis of tre irres commurn i t'es ‘n the Alliance - UMNO, ,
MCA era M'C -~ the Tencen: of the Maiavan rar:oratty bareiy ex:s‘ed,
mers ware atse a nost of oiker progpiems facing the new'y indecendent
countce many of nem wiin Taz.a’ ouerteres, Added fo his was .he
CowismLirg bavite againgy communism, 1mbatances apengs: ihe races
~ac (¢ e redressed. e negiect o7 the murai areas, where the vast
me.crity of ihe Matayvs ‘fved had to be cvercome, Al this had tc be
dore wiirn ine concen® of a pa~iameritarv democracy, | he task

~x* re goverpment faccd was literaily the. creatienn feom scrarch,
oif a ration where all ne races who caiied ‘i home nad their piace in
‘he sun, To do this the government formulated and :mplemented many
L0LCIES - particuiacly developmenta’ pol.cies, Some of these

appeared on the surface 1o nave raci!at cveriones - s:tcLey L .=

siudy of them weuid have clarified the necessity of these poricies,

With all these necessities ne task of the Department of
Broadcasting changed. Far from being just a channe! of directives

feom the goverrment it ihad (o Diay on active role - a roie of iecadership -
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in the creation of a nation, This, then, was the background against

which the new functions of RTM was devised,

At 1ie 4th Asian Broadcasting Conference held in Kuala
Lumpur in 1962 the Asian Broadcasting Organisation drew up a
Broadcasting Code which cails for the enshrining of the foilowing
Cardinai Principals in the policy and practice of all Broadcasting

and Teievision Organisations:

a. Tc ensure the objective presentation of news

and fair and unbiased comment;
b. To promete the advarcement of education and culture;

c, 7o raise and maintain high standards of decency

and decorcum in all programmes;

d, Tc provide programmes for the young which, by variety
ard conient, wiil inculicg 7o the principles of good

ciiizenship:
e, Ta premcete communa’ harmony, religious tcierarce

and internatioral understanding;

Fu To treat centroversial pubtic issues in an impartiai

and dispassionate manner;

g. To respecti human rights and dignity.

RTM as a member of the A.B.U., abides by this ccde although
there have been occasinns when the nationa! need has at times created
problems - particularly in respect to (a) and (f)s While our news
bu:letins have always sought to be objective we have often been accused
of over-publicisina the government in power. Where the news is
concerned what we have done is to present government activities

without making any comments, In our Parliamentary reports we have
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always reported the comments of the opposition — although we are
a government organisation, However, we must admit that we have
not used any comments or criticism which could lead to communal
disharmony or could hinder the achievement of a Malaysian nation,
Similar!y with (i), there have been some public issues that we
have avoided altogether as in our opinion any treatment of

such issues could hinder the nation's progress towards the

buiiding of a truly Malaysiar Society,

It is difficult tc assess exactly how successful RTM has
been in |I"ving up to the ethics and sociai responsibility of the media.
This s because any assessment of this would by iis very nature be
subjective. In a ccuntry like Malaysia objectivity is not always easy
and the memory of 13th May, 19€9 makes us fTeel that there are times
when objectivity has io be sacrificed in the greater interest of naticnal
objectives, Nevertheless we in RTM have tried very hard to iive
up to cur responsibiiities and to live by the code of broadcasting

within the framework of Rukunnegara,
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