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Radio-Te iev is ion Malays ia , a government organisat ion 

has been given the task and respons ib i l i t y to: 

1 . explain in depth the po l ic ies and programmes 

of the government through as wide a coverage as 

possible to enable the people to understand accurately 

those pol ic ies and programmes, 

2. help create a way of th inking and understanding that 

w i l l b r ing about the changes in at t i tude requ i red by the 

wishes and pol ic ies of the government. 

3. assist in creat ing c iv ic awareness and to encourage 

the growth cf a Malaysian A r t and Cul ture. 

4. prov ide suitable ma*er ;al fo r the general in fo rmat ; on, 

education and enter ta rnment of the people, 

5. ass is t in the establishment of Nat ional Unity through and 

lo help c reete one Na' iona' Cu l tu re >n a mu l t i - r ac ia l 

socle: /o 

These f : ve tasks sum up very b r i e f l y i.ne ^espensib11 i t ies of 

f'vTM both *o the gcvennmen( ana *o tne people cf Malaysia. A detailed 

study of ihem w<il reveal tnar rhe tunc t ; on of RTM has some of the 

cha rac te r i s t i c s of a leadership r o i e . Why th 's is so can be under­

stood when ;.ne nature cf Lhe Malaysian Society is cons idered. 

Malaysia la a muiti-<~aciai , mu l t i - r e l i g i ous and mu l t i - cu i tu ra l 

na t ion . A i the time of independence in 957 the 'h ree major rac ia l 

components of that society - the Malays, tne Chinese and the Indians -

tended to exist in compartmental ised ee l ' s wi th no; much mo"e >.. 3,1 

sur face contact with each ether . The Chinese and Indians -

descendants o f immigrants who had come to this country to seek ;heir 

fo r tune - s t i l l looked to Chinese and India as the i r morher iand. To 

the Malays, of course , this was tne i r country but even amongst them 

there w : r e some - descendants of Indonesian immigrants - who iocked 

over seas to Indonesia. 
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When M a l a y s i a was f o r m e d in 1963 the s ; t u a t i o n had not 

changed v e r y m u c h . The new s ta tes of Sabah and S a r a w a k a l s o 

had a h i s t o r y o f the i nd igenous peop ies of Ma iay s 'ock c o - e x f s ' . i n g 

w ; t h the i m m i g r a n t r a c e s . T n e most i m p o r t a n t task ' o r the l e a d e r s 

of the new c o u n t r y s t h e r e f o r e , was to b n eak the w a l l s of the r a c - a i 

c o m p a r t m e n t s and c r e a t e an e n t ' r e i y new b r e e d of peop le - the 

M a l a y s i a n s . T h e s e l e a d e r s had i n h e r i t e d f r o m the B r i t i s h the 

D e p a r t m e n t of B r o a d c a s t i n g w h i c h had been e s t a b l i s h e d as a v e h i c l e 

of p r o p a g a n d a f o r the c o l o n i a l g o v e ^ i r . n ' , A t that t ime t h e r e was no 

thought in the m inds of the p o w e r s chat oe ro c r e a t e a U n i t e d Ma iayan 

S o c i e t y . T h e ma in f u n c t i o n of r a d i o then ( T V was cn iy i n t r o d u c e d 'a f te r 

i ndependence ) was tc pass on i^e g o v e r n m e n t s !s messages :o the v a r i o u s 

C o m m u n i t i e s ana to a s s : s t in tne fi 'gh* aga ; r ,s ( Commun is t t e r r o r i s m . 

E x p e r i e n c e ga ined in ;he Second Wo.- id W a ^ had sr.own the power of 

v">e medium - both fo r good and i o r e v l u 

W i t h i ndependence ;n'<s p o w e r f u l <ooi was i n h e r i t e d by the 

p e c c e ' s g c v e - n m e n - , A i 'noug^- ' n d s p e n d e r c e had been won n^ough 

-he c o r ! b : n e d e f f o r t s o f the t h r e e commun ; t : es in '.he A ' h a n c e - U M N O . s 

M C A and M"C ~ the c o r c e c c f the Ma layan n a n o n a ' ' ! y b a r e ' , ' e x i s t e d . 

•"nere w e r e a ' s o a nos r c-+' o :her p r o o ' e m s ' a c ' n g ".he new 'v -ndecendent 

c o u n t r y mariy pt -nem w'cn ~ a c i a : o v e r , o n e s , Added *o th i s was .he 

c-:"; i ' : r".Jng ba T t l e a g a ^ s * ccn-;mu>V:srn. 'mba 'ances amongst m e --aces 

hac :o be r e d r e s s e d , Trie neg lec t o+ the r u r a l a r e a s , w h e r e the vas t 

m e j o r ; t y of the Ma lays :?ved had to be o v e r c o m e . A n t h i s had to be 

dene w ; r :n cne c o n c e p ' of a p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o c r a c y . The task 

r a t the g o v e r n m e n t f a c ^ d was l l t e r a ' ! y the- c rea t ion . - f r o m s c a ' c h s 

of a n a t i o n w h e r e a i l the r a c e s who c a l i e d -i home nad t h e i r p :ace in 

the s u n . T o do th i s the gove rnmen t f o r m u l a t e d and imp lemen ted many 

p o l i c i e s - p a r t i c u l a r l y deve lopmenta l p o l i c i e s . Some of these 

a p p e a l e d on the s u r f a c e to nave r a c l a ' o v e r t o n e s •• a l t hough . ^ .-;,. a 

s tudy of them w o u l d have c l a r i f i e d the n e c e s s i t y of these p o n c e s . 

W i t h a i l these n e c e s s i t i e s the task of the D e p a r t m e n t of 

B r o a d c a s t i n g c h a n g e d . F a r f r o m be ing j u s t a channe l of d i r e c t i v e s 

fr*om the gove rnmen t it had to p iay on a c t i v e r o l e - a r o i e of l e a d e r s h i p -
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i n the c r e a t i o n of a n a t i o n . T h i s , t h e n s was the b a c k g r o u n d aga ins t 

w h i c h the new func t i ons of R T M was d e v i s e d . 

A t :U"..e 4th A s i a n B r o a d c a s t i n g C o n f e r e n c e h e l d in K u a l a 

L u m p u r in 1962 the A s i a n B r o a d c a s t i n g O r g a n i s a t i o n d r e w up a 

B r o a d c a s t i n g Code wh i ch c a i l s f o r the e n s h r i n i n g of the f o l l o w i n g 

C a r d i n a l P r i n c i p a l s in the p o l i c y and p r a c t i c e of a l ! B r o a d c a s t i n g 

and T e l e v i s i o n O r g a n i s a t i o n s ; 

a„ T o e n s u r e the o b j e c t i v e p r e s e n t a t i o n of news 

and f a i r and unb iased comment : 

b. To p romo te the advancement of e d u c a t i o n and c u l t u r e ; 

c„ T o r a i s e and m a i n t a i n h i g h s t a n d a r d s of decency 

and deco roum in a l l p r o g r a m m e s ; 

d . To p r o v i d e p r o g r a m m e s f o r the young w h i c h , by v a r i e t y 

a r d c o n t e n t , w :«l incuii</a«-c'-'-: the p r i n c i p l e s of good 

c; j . z e n s h i p ; 

e„ To p romo te communa ' h a r m o n y , r e l i g i o u s tolerance 

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; 

*', T o t r e a t c o n t r o v e r s i a l p u b i i c i s s u e s in an i m p a r t i a l 

and d i spass i ona te manne r ; 

g . T o r e s p e c t human r i g h t s and d i g n i t y . 

R T M as a member of the A . B . U . , a b i d e s by t h i s code a l though 

t h e r e have been o c c a s i o n s when the n a t i o n a l need has at t imes c r e a t e d 

p r o b l e m s - p a r t i c u l a r l y in r e s p e c t to (a) and ( f ) . W h i l e ou r news 

b u l l e t i n s have a l w a y s sought to be o b j e c t i v e we have o f ten been accused 

of o v e r - p u b l i c i s i n g the gove rnmen t in p o w e r . W h e r e the news i s 

c o n c e r n e d what we have done i s to p r e s e n t g o v e r n m e n t a c t i v i t i e s 

w i t h o u t making any commen ts . In o u r P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p o r t s we have 
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a lways repo r ted the comments of the opposit ion - although we are 

a government o rgan isa t ion . However , we must admit that we have 

not used any comments or c r i t i c i s m which could lead to communal 

d isharmony or could hinder the achievement of a Malaysian nat ion. 

S i m i l a r l y wi th ( f ) , there have been some publ ic issues that we 

have avoided a l together as in our opinion any treatment of 

such issues could h inder the nat ion's p rogress towards the 

bu i id ing of a t r u l y Malaysian Soc ie ty . 

It is d i f f i cu l t to assess exact ly how successful RTM has 

been in l i v ing up to the ethics and social respons ib i l i t y of the media. 

Th is Is because any assessment of this would by i ts very nature be 

sub jec t i ve . In a count ry l ike Malaysia ob jec t iv i ty is not always easy 

and the memory of 1 3th May, 1969 makes us fee' that there are times 

when ob jec t i v i t y has to be sac r i f i ced in the greater interest of national 

object!veso Never the less we In RTM have t r i ed very hard to l ive 

up to our r espons ib i l i t i e s and to l ive by the code of broadcast ing 

w i th in the f ramework of Rukunnegara. 
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