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Abstract

This thesis analyses Li Zishu’s first history novel, Gao Bie de Nian Dai (The Era
of Farewell) based on Linda Hutcheon’s theory of “historiographic metafiction”, breaking
through the sophisticated discourse of a metafiction, to compare the represented
Malaysian history and the historical records in reality (History). Behind this intertwined
storyline of reality and fiction, is the sceptical attitude of the author towards History.
Moreover, with a postcolonialism perspective, we observe how Li reflects the ambiguous
identity of Malaysian Chinese. With all this, what Li wants to deliver through her novel,
IS an attitude of “let bygones be bygones” towards history, asking the readers to let go of
the past and let history be history itself.

Keywords: Li Zishu, metafiction, historiographic metafiction, history, Malaysian
Chinese
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