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Background: Mediaz develojyment will take place mostly in

developing countries. This is not necessarily because the develc -
ment of media 1is rclated tc the development of a country. There
is always a stage of optimuw point from which the pattern changer

Natural and the a@onormzlly nistorical or psychological
happenings in any given part of the world can influence the
development of media. Such influence is felt much more by
newspapers than by other media because of the simple reason taou~
newspapers are said to be indicators of a nation's thinking and
progress. Bearing these in mind, it is important for us to
understand the background within which "barefoot journalists" a:-
expected to operute. Ad nauseam it has been stated that about '~
to 75 per cent. of our population lives in the villages, Howevc.
othner factors have to be borne in mind, They are the unending
illiteracy, the inroads made by unemployment, orthodoxy that
cannot Le pushed buck, belic:f in dowry, caste and the like, the
need for not just hygenic way of living but also medical supplie.
undeclared hold of the moneylenders and zamindars over their
workers to make them virtual slaves for generations.

There nave been valiant laws and other means have been
alopted to bring them to an ¢nd. However, without sounding too
pessimistic I would like to state here in the presence of this
august body thut 21l these continue with a vigour that should
belong to other arcus of activity if our country is to change
from a developing country tc a developed one.

The structure that I have presented so far does not necess-
arily apply to India. It can be found with variations and
varying intensities in numerous other countries, ‘Whereas in one
country the nation might have solved one of the above problcms,
others continue. In another country, perhaps, the government hc
succeeded in tackling another problem, but the rest still conti.
Therefore, the total image that emerges is virtually the same I
many developing countries or underdeveloped countries. Certairl,
it is the same for numerous countries of ‘tais part of Asia.

Barefoot Journalism: The concept of "barcfoot" men is not a i
one. ZTherc¢ has been talk of barefoot Joctors, barefoot cngincc.
and barefoot what-have-you. In that sense, a barcfoot journ:l-
is part of the increasing thinking taewards barcfootness.

Nevertheless, barefoot journalism presents numerous probl:
which either many of the active journalists do not want to look
at or thuse employed pretend not to understand. As has becn ma..
clear in the background, rural India has numerous problems. The-
is only one side of the coin. The other side is its rural area
which presents an unending scurce of information for an
enterprising Jjournclist. Unfortunately, the concept of informat-
ion nappenings or cvents as the present-day journalists seem to
understand, or as has been taught in our universities and other
educaticnal institutions tcaching journalism, has been faul ty.

It is because of this faulty concept that the Indian village has
not been considercd important at all. For us "news' seems to
have been only what happens within the rural areas, Happenings
in the rural areas dov not make news. '
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The larger .problems arises because like so many other pro-—
fessionals, even 'the enquiring journalist does not want to go to
the village., Thercfore, barcfoot journalism does not gather mo' -
tum, In this process village India secems to suffer by default 1.
terms of the rest of the world getting to know about the wvillage:
or being able tov ccumunicatu-in-theelargeresense with them,

Journalism can never ever do without commynication, It impl _..
comaunicction. It is not dull, drab, insipid, reports or
articles which do nut communicate to the reader about something
else, This is wherc the barcfuot journalist comes in, He is the
one who will let tac rest of the world know about Village India.

Znciuraging ourcfeot juurnalism, therefore, begins to
assume not just greater imgortance, but is of primary importance
to a country like India, t is not just a minister cutting a
tape for some building in the city which is ncws, Unfortunately,
our newspapcrs scer: to be over-politicaliscd, Therefore, the
moment a minister cpens his mouth, there is a journalist to take
down what he says .ven if what he says is virtually meaningless ..
has becn said befure, perhiaps, a dozen times, The pencil poised
on the notebook wmoves furicusly as if some great news is being
obtained. Yu¢t, wuen varicus forms of developmental activities
take plice in the rural arca, when an isclated village bcecomes
connected with th. rcst of the world for the first tiuwe or when
a small unheard ci dam brings water to an arid zone; at that tic:
it still does nct becoues news, No journalist is interested.

In other words, tae barefoot journalist is missing,

Yet, those zre the things, soecalled small, which mark thc
progress that a country is naking, The stress is on village Ir . .
because most of India is in the villages, In fact; I would like ..
stress here in tho presenc: of exper,, j3n the field of communi-
cation that tomorrow's India lies in our villagesy It is only'
when our villages progress, may be jn small bits and small sect-... .
till ultimately u large totality is obtained that our country 1
really said to have progressed, -

Although I have often felt thut Gandhiji is guoted
customarily time .ut of nuwbers by almost everyone who has no
argument to give, I am still compelled to refer to him., This i=
not becuouse I hnve no argument, I have presented most of my
arguments. But If there e¢ver has been an Indian who understood
village India, I taink it was Gandhiji alone, He stressed rural
developuent, rural seclf-sufficiency and indicated -that India la;
truly in what is cnlled.village India, Accepting this, we must
also ‘accept the fuet that journalism has to go to the villages,
to the rural sector, to understand changes, gradual, slow, but
vast, that are talting place. The Indian society will undergo c
transformation not b.cuuse of what happens in the cities, but
because of what happens i the villages, And the journalist, 1°
he is truc tc thc most important role that he has to play, cannnt
keep himself alvof from such cnanges, A journalist,after all,
is a chrouniclar of changes, of happenings, of the ddvelopment
of society. This is where the barefoot journzlist comes in.

+

Now about the 'difficulty' of ensuring that there are bur.': %
journzlists. The problcm is siwilar to the one faced with reg -2
to barefoot doctors or barefoot cngineers, After wuch educati..
learning and effort, none of the professionals really want to
involve themselves in the rurul sector because they cannot get
what they think are the means to live well. It is to be made
clear, thercefore, what living well means. It is also essentia_
to make the ubjectives of a profession clearer than it hus bee.
possdble so far. All of us are citizens of a country for
certain c¢bligations while requiring certain things for ourselv.:z.
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It is in this context thut & Jjuurnullst riust consider repurtage,
irticles, edituricls urni cther forms of Jjournulistic work related
to whet is happenin, in the rural areas,

It is suggestei *fu.t tue aptitudes of journalism students
be asasessed befurc :icy wurlify in the institutes and universitie.
On the basis of thu e, surely scme barefoot journcelists can be
devaloped, Besides, tacugat must be given to the possibility of
ensuring a certain ~ivi.us period of rural riporting before con-
firmation is gimen .7 2.uving gualified in jeournalism,

is for thos: v... ..c te Journalists without going thrcugh
universities, thc turlen of c¢nsuring burefuot journzlist lies wit.
their editors, Thi: s to be proved to them, They have t. bc

informed abcut the ..., .rtinece of the rural sector, If necessary,
1ata can be collec=ul on the x& numerous happenings in the rural
area which have tooo.. pluce, to which they not paid their notice,

which nevertheless - :.n much. Possibly, a small study group
w.uld be necessary fur tiols. ovwen this should be considered,

No country c.. afford to evoerlookthe rural sector, For
Iniia, unless Villoge Indiau is considered and unless thera arc
increusingly lurger nunber of baprefoot journalists, its progress
itsclf wjilI be muea slower taun it can be if journalism reports
on what bappens in the rural secterp,
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