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Background; Media development will take place mostly in 

developing countries. This is not necessarily because the develc • 
ment of media is related to the development of a country. There 
is always a stage of optimuu; point from which the pattern change:: 

Natural and the abnormally Historical or psycholagacal 
happenings in any given part of the world can influence the 
development of media. Such influence is felt much more by 
newspapers than by other media because of the simple reason that 
newspapers are said to be indicators of a nation's thinking and 
progress. Bearing these in mind, it is important for us to 
understand the background within which "barefoot journalists" a.-" 
expected to operate. Ad nauseam it has been stated that about 7 
to 75 per cent, of our population lives in the villages, Howevc. 
other factors have to be borne in mind. They are the unending 
illiteracy, the inroads made by unemployment, orthodoxy that 
cannot be pushed back, belief in dowry, caste and the like, the 
need for not just hygenie way of living but also medical supplio^ 
undeclared hold of the moneylenders and zamindars over their 
workers to make them virtual slaves for generations. 

There nave been valiant laws and other means have been 
adopted to bring them to an end. However, without sounding too . 
pessimistic I would like to state here in the presence of this 
august body that all these continue with a vigour that should 
belong to other areas of activity if our country is to change 
from a developing country to a developed one. 

The structure that I have presented so far does not necess­
arily apply to India. It can be found with variations and 
varying intensities in numerous other countries. Whereas in one 
country the nation might have solved one of the above problems, 
others continue. In another country, perhaps, the government hr . 
succeeded in tackling another problem, but the rest srtill conti. 
Therefore, the total image that emerges is virtually the samo i: . 
many developing countries or underdeveloped countries. Certain: 
it is the same for numerous countries of -tnis part of Asia. 

Barefoot Journalism; The concept of "barefoot" men is not a :.•;., 
one. There has been talk of barefoot doctors, barefoot onginee: 
and barefoot what-have-you. In that sense, a barefoot journal": 
is part of the increasing thinking towards barefootness. 

Nevertheless, barefoot journalism presents numerous probl;-
which either many of the active journalists do not want to look 
at or those employed pretend not to understand. As has been mau. 
clear in the background, rural India has numerous problems. Tha­
is only one side of the coin. The other side is its rural area 
which presents an unending source of information ifor an 
enterprising journalist. Unfortunately, the concept of informat­
ion happenings or events as the present-day journalists seem to 
understand, or as has been taugnt in our universities and other 
educational institutions teaching journalism, has been faulty. 
It is because of this faulty concept that the Indian village has 
not been considered important at all. For us "news'* seems to 
have been only what happens within the rural areas. Happenings 
in the rural areas do not make news. 

..2. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 2 -

The l a r g e r /problems a r i s e s because l i k e so many other pro­
fess iona l s , even' the enquiring j ou rna l i s t does not want to go to 
the v i l l a g e . Therefore, barefoot journalism does not gather mo 
turn. In t h i s process v i l l age India seems to suffer by default i:. 
terms of the r e s t of the world ge t t ing to know a.bout the v i l l age : . 
or being able to communicate-in-the^larger-sense' with them, 

Journalism can never ever do without communication. I t imp! 
communication. I t i s not du l l , drab4 ins ip id , r epor t s or 
a r t i c l e s which do not communicate to the reader about something 
e l s e . This i s where the barefoot j ou rna l i s t comes in. He i s the 
one who wil l l e t tne r e s t of the world know about Village India . 

Encouraging e^refoot journalism, therefore , begins to 
assume not ju s t g rea te r importance, but i s of primary importance 
to a country l ike India. I t i s not ju s t a minis ter cu t t ing a 
tape for some building in the c i ty which i s news.. Unfortunately, 
our newspapers seer; to be over—poli t ical ised. Therefore, the 
moment a minis ter opens his mouth, there i s a j ou rna l i s t to take­
down what he says uven if what he says i s v i r t u a l l y meaningless ._ 
has been said before, perhaps, a dozen times., The penci l poised 
on the notebook moves furiously as if seme great news i s being 
obtained. Yet, wnen various forms of developmental a c t i v i t i e s 
take place in the ru ra l area, when an i so la ted v i l l age becomes 
connected with the r e s t of the world for the f i r s t time or when 
a small unheard ei dam brings water to an ar id zone; a t t ha t tirr.; 
i t s t i l l does not becomes news. No jou rna l i s t i s i n t e res t ed . 
In other words, tne barefoot j ou rna l i s t i s missing* 

Yet, those are the th ings , so-cal led small.* which mark the 
progress tha t a country i s making, Ttje s t r e s s i s on vill&ge In . ... 
because most of India i s in the v i l l ages^ £ n fact* I would l i k e .., 
s t r e s s here in the presence of exper*,, ^n the f i e l d of communi­
cat ion tha t tomorrow's India l i e s in our v i l l ages^ I* i s o n l y ' 
when our v i l l a g e s progress, may be jn small b i t s and small sect:....., 
t i l l u l t imate ly a large t o t a l i t y i s obtained tha t our country i 
r ea l ly said to have progressed. 

Although I have often f e l t tha t Gandhiji i s quoted 
customarily time «ut of numbers by almost everyone who has no 
argument to give, I am s t i l l compelled to r e f e r to him. This i s 
not because I have no argument, I have presented most of my 
arguments. But If there ever has been an Indian who understood 
v i l lage India, I think i t was Gandhiji a lone. He s t ressed ru r a l 
development, ru ra l se l f -suf f ic iency and indicated . that India la;, 
t ru ly in what is c a l l ed .v i l l age India, Accepting t h i s , we must 
also accept the fact tha t journalism has to go to the v i l l ages , 
to the ru ra l sector , to understand changes, gradual, slow, but 
vast , tha t are taking place . The Indian society wil l undergo a 
transformation not bv. cause of what happens in the c i t i e s , but 
because of what happens in the v i l l a g e s . And the j ou rna l i s t , i° 
he i s true to the most important role tha t he has to play, cannot 
keep himself aloof from such changes, A j o u r n a l i s t , a f t e r a l l , 
i s a chronic lar of changes, of happenings, of the ddvelopment 
of soc ie ty . This is where the barefoot j o u r n a l i s t comes in . 

Now about the ' d i f f i c u l t y ' of ensuring tha t there are bare:;':. t 
j o u r n a l i s t s . The problem i s s imilar to the one faced with reg.-ri 
to barefoot doctors or barefoot engineers . After much educati . , , 
learning and e f fo r t , none of the profess ionals r ea l l y want to 
involve themselves in the ru ra l sector because they cannot get 
what they think are the means to l i ve well . I t i s to be made 
c lear , therefore , what l i v ing well means. I t i s also e s sen t i a l 
to make the object ives of a profession c lea re r than i t has beet. 
possible so f a r . All of us are c i t i zens of a country for 
ce r ta in obl iga t ions while requi r ing cer ta in things for ourselves . 
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I t i s in t h i s con tex t t h a t a j o u r n a l i s t must cons ide r r e p o r t a g e , 
a r t i c l e s , e d i t o r i a l s an 1 e t h e r f o r e s of j o u r n a l i s t i c work r e l a t e d 
to what i s happenir... in the r u r a l a r e a s . 

I t i s suggesto i t h u t xne a p t i t u d e s of journa l i sm s t u d e n t s 
be a s se s sed before aicy qua l i fy in the i n s t i t u t e s and u n i v e r s i t i e . . 
On the b a s i s of the 30, su re ly some bare foo t j o u r n a l i s t s can be 
developed. Bes ides , tnougnt must be given to the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
en su r ing a c e r t a i n ,.ini:..ua per iod of r u r a l r e p o r t i n g before con­
f i r m a t i o n i s g i a c n _:? Having q u a l i f i e d in j ou rna l i sm . 

As f o r those v,.,, , . .c.ae j o u r n a l i s t s wi thou t going through 
u n i v e r s i t i e s * the burden of ensu r ing bare foo t j o u r n a l i s t l i e s wit., 
t h e i r e d i t o r s . Thi..- h: 3 t^ be proved to them. They hav-e ti. be 
informed about the . . .aer tance of the r u r a l s e c t o r . Xf n e c e s s a r y , 
l a t a can be c o l l e c t : 1 on the just numerous happenings in tbe r u r a l 
a rea which have tr.iaa, p l a c e , to which they not pa id t h e i r n o t i c e , 
which n e v e r t h e l e s s >.-.•. tun much. P o s s i b l y , a small study group 
w^uld be necessary f o r t h i s , iiven t h i s should be cons ide red . 

No country c. a a f ford to cv(:rlooktho r u r a l s e c t o r , For 
I n d i a , u n l e s s Vi l l age Ind ia i s cons idered and u n l e s s t h e r e a re 
I n c r e a s i n g l y la rg&r nua.b^r of ba re foo t j o u r n a l i s t s , i t s p r o g r e s s 
i t s e l f w i l r be mucn slower than i t can be i f j ou rna l i sm r e p o r t s 
on whiit .happens in the r u r a l s e c t o r . 
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