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Abstract

Heads, as the symbol of essential vitality, have played a significant role in various aspects of
human society such as religion, agriculture, politics, and more throughout history. “Head
Narration”, as defined by the author, refers to narrative works in Classical Chinese Literature
that centre around heads or their variations such as skulls when developing plots or portraying
characters and feature unexpected characteristics. This paper will focus on discussing the
“Head” Narration in Tang Dynasty Literature, aiming to categorize, analyze and conclude the
characteristics of the works relating to their themes and narrative techniques. To begin with,
the paper thoroughly examines the origin, development, and variation of the “Head” narration
in the Classic of Mountains and Seas \Li# %, as well as in the Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties
Literature, so as to trace back the source and root of different “Head” narrations in Tang
literature. Next, the paper focuses on examining the “Head” narration in Tang literature
belonging to the themes of politics and animals respectively. To study the “Head” narrations
belonging to the political theme, the paper highlights their effectiveness in serving as a
supplementary account to the historical records, by analyzing how their authors would portray
the brutal impact of various political incidents through the vivid writing of terrifying “head”
narratives. And to study the “Head” narrations belonging to the animal theme, the paper
emphasizes their morally educational purposes, discussing how the authors would transmit
Buddhist values and beliefs such as abstaining from killing and sexual conduct through the
storytelling of animals appealing with heads or animals transforming into human with skulls.
Finally, the paper looks into the narrative techniques and the impact of the “Head” narration in
Tang literature. The paper explores the narrative function of the image of “heads” from three
aspects: structuring the narratives, portraying the characters, and conveying the moral values.

And the paper ends with an analysis of the “Head” narration in Journey to the West V10

which is selected as one of the representatives of the “Head” narration in post-Tang literature.

vii
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